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Emerging Towns and Municipalities in Nepal:  

Rapid Development Concepts
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AURI: 14 partner institutions across Africa 
AAPS: 55 planning schools in the association   

University of Witwatersrand 

Technische Universität Berlin 

Wits-TUB Urban Lab:
Rethinking post-graduate education and 
research approaches
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Greening Camps (TUB, UNRWA , GIZ)
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Husn Camp (Gaza Camp), Jordan
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8.5m investment of centralised waster water infrastructure
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GREENING PROTOTYPES

Zinco Snake
is a low-cost, low-tech and 
lightweight shelter 
improvement device 
featuring a solar water 
heater and a roof insulation 
panel. It helps to reduce 
energy costs and improves 
the housing climate.

energy

King Harvest
is a mobile and foldable 
water harvesting device 
able to store 3.5 m3 of rain 
water. It can help to reduce 
water costs.

water

Zero Waste system
proposes a new waste 
colection infrastructure 
featuring trash bins out of 
recycled objects. 

waste

food

Bottled Agriculture
is a vertical micro farming 
system using only recycled 
materials. It enables 
residents to grow plants 
(herbs) narrow spaces.
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Co-producing urban sustainability transformations

   
   Collaboration in planning 
   State-led (formalised) “inclusive”
   planning approaches

Co-production in planning
“Alternative forms of governance” and 
unorthodox governance arrangements emerge 
through “acts of independent survival practices 
where civil society actors mobilize voice and 
power that cannot be ignored.” 

Watson Vanessa (2014) Co-production and collaboration in plan-
ning – The difference, Planning Theory & Practice, 15:1, 62-76, DOI: 
10.1080/14649357.2013.866266

versus
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Transformation through old systems and approaches?

• Is the NUA too path-dependent  on (failed) policy frameworks, methodologies and tools?
• Do sustainability indicators privilege centralised, techno-managerial (“smart”) solutions?

In search for another “smart city”... 

       • To “systematically monitor, document and take stock of 
       dissensus-driven practices and methods... If we took these practices   
       seriously, if we worked with these living indicators and methods, we could  
       maybe move beyond stale indicator frameworks and immunological 
       practices, and towards an urgency driven framework of global 
       socio-environmental equality.”

Kaika, Maria (2017) ‘Don’t call me resilient again!’: the New Urban Agenda as immunology
… or … what happens when communities refuse to be vaccinated with ‘smart cities’ and indicators, 
Environment & Urbanization Copyright © 2017 International Institute for Environment and Develop-
ment (IIED). 8 9 Vol 29(1): 89–102. DOI: 10.1177/0956247816684763
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WATER HARVESTING

WATER DEPOT

CLEANING

FREE WATER

AGRICULTURE

GREENHOUSE

ESCALATOR

STARTUP

MARKET STAND

WASTE CONTAINER

COMPOST
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